
INTRODUCTION 
In the fall of 2003 the City of Airway Heights hired a team of consultants to assist the City in 
determining the feasibility of building a Recreation Center for the City residents and those living 
in the West Plains area.  The team was led by ALSC Architects of Spokane.  A Steering Committee 
was formed to guide the consultant team and make recommendations to the Airway Heights City 
Council.  The process began with a telephone survey of the residents of Airway Heights and the 
surrounding area.  The survey results were then used to create a Vision Statement and Program 
Options for the proposed new facility. 
 
VISION STATEMENT 
“The Airway Heights Recreation Center will enhance the quality of life and increase civic pride 
by providing a place for people of all ages and incomes to pursue social and recreational 
interests.” 
 
A bond initiative was presented to the voters in 2005 which was unsuccessful.  Since that time 
two updates to the Parks & Recreation Master Plan have been completed.  Each time the topic 
of the Recreation Center came up high on the list of community needs.  To test this further the 
City Council commissioned an additional survey in 2014 with the objective of determining the 
livability of Airway Heights among its residents.  It measured community perceptions about not 
only where people live, but where they want to live and included specific questions regarding 
the concept of developing a recreation center.  The information that follows provides more 
detail on the content of the survey as it relates to the concept of revisiting the development of 
a full service Recreation Center. 
 
METHODOLOGY  

 A representative sample of 212 residents of the City of Airway Heights was taken April 
2014. 

 Surveys were sent randomly. 
 Addresses were selected from the most current municipal boundary. 
 Participation Requirements: 

Respondents must be an adult (age 18 or older). 
 The level of confidence for survey responses is 93%. 

 
Armed with the information that is presented on the next page from the survey the City Council 
voted to revisit the concept of placing a bond initiative to fund a full service Recreation Center 
on the ballot for the consideration of the voters.  At their January 19 Meeting they voted 
unanimously to authorize staff to begin moving forward with the assistance of ALSC Architects 
to present the bond initiative to the voters.  As more information is available it will be available 
through updates here.   
 
 
 
 
 



 
MAP OF SURVEY RESPONDENTS 

 

 



Important projects to address over next 5 years Essential Very Important Total 

Construction of Recreation Center 37% 33% 70% 

City Park Improvements 36% 33% 69% 

 

Specific Questions from 
the survey: 
 
In 2005 the City proposed 
a bond initiative to fund a 
full service Recreation 
Center with space for 
weight training, cardio 
exercise equipment, group 
fitness classes, Aquatics, 
gymnasium, child watch 
and more.  To what extent 
would you support or 
oppose the City pursuing 
the development of a full 
service Recreation Center? 
 
 
The City acquired 70 acres of undeveloped land north of Spokane County Raceway Park 
adjacent to Deno Road for the development of 
a community park.  The master plan for the site 
was developed following a series of public 
meetings in 2012 to include phased 
development of trails, athletic fields, open 
space, fenced “off leash” dog park and water 
infiltration ponds to recharge the aquifer.  If 
the City Council proposed a tax increase or 
bond initiative to make improvements to 
existing parks, develop the 70 acre site and 
creation of a new recreation facilities, to what 
extent would you support or oppose it? 
 
 
Research Conclusions 

 Residents are in support of improving 
Parks and Recreation offerings. 

 

 

Strongly 
support, 46%

Somewhat 
support, 38%

Somewhat 
oppose, 6%

Strongly oppose, 10%


